Radiological assessment following thermoradiation therapy for primary pleural synovial sarcoma: case report.
Primary pleural synovial sarcoma is a rare disease with poor outcomes. Although hyperthermia therapy as part of a combined treatment regimen can offer improved local tumor control, only two reports of hyperthermia therapy for synovial sarcoma have appeared in the literature, and these sarcomas were not of pleuropulmonary origin. This report of an advanced inoperable primary pleural synovial sarcoma is the first to address the use of hyperthermia therapy in combination with chemoradiotherapy for this disease, together with radiological assessment following that therapy. Computed tomography performed after thermoradiation showed a decrease in tumor size and a characteristic unenhanced low-density area in the tumor suggesting that tumor necrosis resulted from the therapy. These image findings were helpful in assessing the tumor response to thermoradiation. We believe that hyperthermia therapy combined with chemoradiotherapy should be regarded as an option for advanced primary pleural synovial sarcoma. This would give computed tomography important role in evaluating this approach.